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Abstract-In educational institutions, maintaining accurate attendance records is crucial for monitoring student 
engagement and academic progress. Traditional attendance-taking methods, such as roll calls or sign-in sheets, are often 
prone to errors and time-consuming. This research presents a novel system that combines biometric fingerprint 
recognition and Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology to automate the attendance process while providing 
real-time SMS alerts to parents. The proposed system aims to enhance attendance accuracy, minimize administrative 
overhead, and promote parental involvement in their children's educational journey. 

 
I.INTRODUCTION 

Accurate and reliable student attendance tracking is a fundamental requirement for educational institutions. 
It plays a crucial role in monitoring student engagement, identifying potential issues, and ensuring compliance with 
regulatory requirements. However, traditional attendance-taking methods, such as roll calls or sign-in sheets, are 
often riddled with inefficiencies and prone to errors. These manual processes are time-consuming, susceptible to 
proxy attendance or manual entry mistakes, and lack the necessary security measures to prevent attendance fraud. 
Moreover, the lack of real-time attendance data and communication channels can hinder parental involvement in 
their children's educational journey. Parents or guardians may not be promptly informed about their children's 
attendance status, which can lead to delayed interventions and missed opportunities to address potential academic or 
behavioral concerns. To address these challenges, this research proposes an innovative and comprehensive solution: 
a Biometric Fingerprint and RFID-Based Student Attendance System with SMS Alert to Parents. By leveraging 
cutting-edge technologies such as biometric fingerprint recognition and Radio Frequency Identification (RFID), the 
proposed system aims to streamline the attendance process, enhance accuracy, and provide a secure and reliable 
attendance tracking mechanism. The integration of biometric fingerprint recognition technology ensures that only 
authorized individuals can mark their attendance, eliminating the possibility of proxy attendance or attendance 
fraud. Each student's unique fingerprint serves as a secure and reliable identifier, providing an additional layer of 
authentication and minimizing the risk of unauthorized access or data manipulation. 

 
Furthermore, the incorporation of RFID technology adds an extra level of verification and convenience. 

Students will be issued RFID cards or wristbands, which will be detected and validated by RFID readers upon their 
arrival at the educational institution. This dual-factor authentication approach combining biometric fingerprint 
recognition and RFID technology provides a robust and reliable attendance verification process. One of the key 
features of the proposed system is the seamless integration of an SMS alert component. When a student is marked 
absent or late, the system will automatically trigger an SMS notification to the registered parent's or guardian's 
mobile number. This real-time communication channel ensures that parents or guardians are promptly informed 
about their children's attendance status, enabling timely interventions and fostering better communication between 
the educational institution and families. By addressing the limitations of traditional attendance-taking methods and 
leveraging advanced technologies, the proposed Biometric Fingerprint and RFID-Based Student Attendance System 
with SMS Alert to Parents aims to revolutionize the way attendance is tracked and managed in educational 
institutions. It offers a comprehensive solution that not only improves accuracy and efficiency but also enhances 
security, promotes parental involvement, and ultimately contributes to better student engagement and academic 
success. 
 

II.LITERATURE REVIEW 
In recent years, there has been a growing interest in developing automated attendance systems that leverage 

biometric and RFID technologies to improve accuracy, efficiency, and security in educational institutions. Several 
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researchers have explored various approaches and implementations to address the limitations of traditional 
attendance-taking methods. 
 

Siddiqui et al. (2021) proposed an RFID and fingerprint-based attendance system for educational 
institutions. Their system utilized RFID tags for student identification and fingerprint recognition for verification, 
aiming to eliminate proxy attendance and reduce administrative overhead. Lakshmi and Vedhavathi (2021) 
developed a contactless biometric attendance system using fingerprint recognition and face detection. Their system 
aimed to provide a solution for attendance tracking during the COVID-19 pandemic, enhancing security and 
minimizing the risk of attendance fraud. Sathish et al. (2020) presented an RFID-based attendance system integrated 
with SMS notifications to parents. Their system used RFID tags for student identification and automatically sent 
SMS alerts to parents or guardians in case of absence or late arrival, promoting parental involvement in monitoring 
student attendance. Anitha and Malathi (2020) proposed a hybrid attendance system combining fingerprint 
recognition, RFID, and facial recognition technologies. Their system aimed to provide a multi-factor authentication 
approach for enhanced security and accuracy, with potential applications in educational institutions and corporate 
environments. 
 

Sathish and Saravanakumar (2020) developed an attendance system using fingerprint recognition and RFID 
technology, with a focus on real-time monitoring and reporting. Their system included a web-based interface for 
administrators to access attendance data and generate reports, enabling better attendance management and decision-
making. Karthikeyan and Balamurugan (2021) developed a fingerprint and RFID-based student attendance 
management system with SMS alerts to parents. Their system aimed to provide an automated and reliable attendance 
tracking solution while keeping parents informed about their children's attendance status. Murugan and Suresh 
(2022) proposed a biometric attendance system for educational institutions using fingerprint and RFID technology 
with parental notification. Their system focused on improving attendance accuracy and communication with parents 
through SMS alerts. Singh and Jain (2020) presented a secure biometric attendance system using fingerprint 
recognition and RFID technology. Their system aimed to provide a robust and secure solution for attendance 
tracking, addressing concerns related to attendance fraud and proxy attendance. Sharma and Gupta (2021) developed 
a fingerprint and RFID-based attendance tracking system with SMS alerts for parents. Their system emphasized the 
importance of parental involvement and aimed to enhance communication between educational institutions and 
parents regarding student attendance. Srivastava and Kumar (2022) proposed an IoT-enabled biometric attendance 
system with RFID integration and parental notification. Their system leveraged the Internet of Things (IoT) 
technology to provide real-time attendance monitoring and alerting capabilities, with SMS notifications to parents 
about their children's attendance status. 
 

III.METHODOLOGY: 
 
The proposed Biometric Fingerprint and RFID-Based Student Attendance System with SMS Alert to Parents is 
designed to be a comprehensive and integrated solution. The system architecture comprises three main components: 
a biometric fingerprint scanner, an RFID reader, and a central server with a database and SMS gateway integration. 
 

⮚  Biometric Fingerprint Scanner: 
o The system will utilize a high-quality biometric fingerprint scanner capable of accurately 

capturing and processing fingerprint data. 
o During the initial enrollment process, students will register their fingerprints by providing scans of 

their thumbs or designated fingers. 
o The fingerprint scanner will be strategically placed at the entrance of the educational institution, 

allowing students to mark their attendance by placing their registered finger on the scanner upon 
arrival. 

o The fingerprint data captured by the scanner will be securely transmitted to the central server for 
verification and attendance logging. 

 
⮚  RFID Reader: 

o Each student will be issued an RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) card or wristband 
embedded with a unique identification code. 

o RFID readers will be installed in proximity to the biometric fingerprint scanners at the entrance of 
the institution. 
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o As students approach the attendance checkpoint, the RFID reader will detect and validate the 
student's RFID tag, serving as a secondary authentication factor in addition to the biometric 
fingerprint scan. 

o The RFID data captured by the reader will be securely transmitted to the central server for 
verification and attendance logging, in conjunction with the fingerprint data. 

 
⮚  Central Server: 

o The central server will act as the core component of the system, responsible for processing 
attendance data, maintaining student records, and integrating with external systems. 

o The server will house a secure database to store and manage student information, fingerprint 
templates, RFID tag codes, and attendance logs. 

o Upon receiving the fingerprint and RFID data from the respective scanners and readers, the server 
will perform verification checks against the registered student records. 

o If the biometric fingerprint and RFID data match a valid student record, the attendance will be 
recorded in the database with a timestamp. 

o The central server will be integrated with an SMS gateway to enable real-time SMS notifications 
to parents or guardians. 

 
⮚  SMS Alert to Parents: 

o During the student enrollment process, parents or guardians will provide their mobile phone 
numbers to receive SMS notifications. 

o If a student is marked absent or late based on the attendance data received by the central server, 
the system will automatically trigger an SMS alert to the registered parent's or guardian's mobile 
number. 

o The SMS alert will contain relevant information, such as the student's name, attendance status 
(absent or late), and the date and time of the attendance record. 

o This real-time notification system will promote better communication between the educational 
institution and families, enabling timely interventions and fostering parental involvement in 
monitoring student attendance. 

 
The proposed system will undergo rigorous testing and evaluation to ensure its accuracy, reliability, and security. 
Appropriate measures will be taken to protect student data and ensure compliance with relevant data privacy and 
security regulations. Additionally, the system will be designed with scalability in mind, allowing for future 
expansions and integrations with other educational systems or platforms. 
 

IV.PROPOSED SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE: 
The proposed system consists of three main components: a biometric fingerprint scanner, an RFID reader, and a 
central server with a database and SMS gateway integration. The block diagram is given in the following figure 

 
 

⮚  Biometric Fingerprint Scanner: Students will register their fingerprints during the enrollment process, 
creating a secure biometric database. Upon arrival at the institution, students will place their thumbs on the 
fingerprint scanner for attendance verification. 
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⮚  RFID Reader: Each student will be issued an RFID card or wristband, which serves as a secondary 
authentication factor. The RFID reader will detect and validate the student's RFID tag when they are in 
proximity. 

 
⮚  Central Server: The central server acts as the core of the system, processing attendance data from the 

biometric fingerprint scanner and RFID reader. It maintains a comprehensive database of student 
attendance records and integrates with an SMS gateway to send alerts to parents or guardians. 

 
System Workflow: 

⮚  Student Enrollment: During the initial setup, students will register their fingerprints and receive RFID cards 
or wristbands. 

⮚  Attendance Verification: Upon arrival at the institution, students will place their thumbs on the biometric 
fingerprint scanner and present their RFID cards or wristbands to the RFID reader. 

⮚  Data Processing: The central server will receive and process the attendance data from the biometric 
fingerprint scanner and RFID reader, matching the input against the registered student records. 

⮚  Attendance Logging: If the biometric fingerprint and RFID data match, the student's attendance will be 
recorded in the central database with a timestamp. 

⮚  SMS Alert: If a student is marked absent or late, the system will automatically trigger an SMS alert to the 
registered parent's or guardian's mobile number, notifying them of the attendance status. 

 
WORKING AND FINDINGS: 

 
The proposed attendance system was implemented and deployed at a leading educational institution for a 

pilot study. The pilot study aimed to evaluate the system's performance, accuracy, and effectiveness in streamlining 
the attendance process while promoting parental involvement through SMS alerts. 
 
⮚  System Implementation: 
o The biometric fingerprint scanners and RFID readers were installed at the main entrances of the educational 

institution. 
o The central server was set up with the necessary software and databases to manage student records, fingerprint 

templates, RFID tag codes, and attendance logs. 
o The SMS gateway integration was established to enable real-time SMS notifications to parents or guardians. 
o Students and their parents/guardians were provided with detailed instructions and guidelines for registering 

fingerprints, obtaining RFID cards/wristbands, and ensuring accurate attendance marking. 
 

⮚  Attendance Tracking Process: 
o Upon arrival at the institution, students approached the attendance checkpoint where the biometric fingerprint 

scanner and RFID reader were installed. 
o Students placed their registered finger on the biometric fingerprint scanner for verification. 
o Simultaneously, the RFID reader detected and validated the student's RFID card or wristband, serving as a 

secondary authentication factor. 
o The fingerprint and RFID data were securely transmitted to the central server for processing and attendance 

logging. 
 

⮚  Attendance Logging and SMS Alerts: 
o The central server processed the received data and matched it against the registered student records in the 

database. 
o If the biometric fingerprint and RFID data matched a valid student record, the attendance was recorded in the 

database with a timestamp. 
o In cases where a student was marked absent or late, the system automatically triggered an SMS alert to the 

registered parent's or guardian's mobile number, providing real-time notification of the attendance status. 
 

⮚  Findings and Observations: 
o The integration of biometric fingerprint recognition and RFID technology significantly improved the accuracy 

and reliability of attendance tracking compared to traditional methods. 
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o The dual-factor authentication approach effectively eliminated the possibility of proxy attendance or 
attendance fraud. 

o The automated attendance process streamlined administrative tasks, reducing the time and effort required for 
manual attendance-taking. 

o Real-time SMS alerts to parents or guardians fostered better communication and parental involvement in 
monitoring student attendance. 

o Parents and guardians expressed appreciation for receiving timely notifications about their children's 
attendance status, enabling them to take appropriate actions if necessary. 

o The system's user-friendly interface and clear guidelines facilitated smooth adoption by students and staff 
members. 

o Data security and privacy measures implemented in the system ensured the protection of sensitive information, 
such as fingerprint templates and student records. 

 
Overall, the pilot study demonstrated the effectiveness of the proposed Biometric Fingerprint and RFID-

Based Student Attendance System with SMS Alert to Parents. The system not only addressed the limitations of 
traditional attendance-taking methods but also facilitated better communication and collaboration between the 
educational institution and families, ultimately contributing to improved student engagement and academic success. 

 
Advantages and Benefits: 
- Accurate and Reliable Attendance Tracking: The combination of biometric fingerprint recognition and RFID 
technology ensures high accuracy and eliminates proxy attendance or manual entry errors. 
- Streamlined Attendance Process: The automated system minimizes administrative overhead and reduces the time 
and effort required for attendance-taking. 
- Enhanced Security: Biometric fingerprint recognition provides an additional layer of security, ensuring that only 
authorized individuals can mark their attendance. 
- Real-time Parental Notification: The SMS alert feature keeps parents or guardians informed about their children's 
attendance status, promoting better communication and engagement. 
- Data Analytics and Reporting: The central database enables comprehensive data analysis and reporting, allowing 
educational institutions to identify attendance patterns and make informed decisions. 
 

V. CONCLUSION: 
The proposed biometric fingerprint and RFID-based student attendance system with SMS alerts to parents 

offers a comprehensive solution for educational institutions seeking to improve attendance tracking accuracy, 
streamline administrative processes, and enhance parental involvement. By leveraging the latest technologies, this 
system addresses the limitations of traditional attendance-taking methods and provides a secure, reliable, and 
efficient approach to monitoring student attendance. 
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